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Introduction

1. The Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pdcific held its
seventy~sixth session at the United Nations Conference Centre in Bangkok on 21 May
2020 via videoconferencing owing to the coronavirus discase (COVID-19) pandemic,
Thepresent report covers the period from 1 June 2019 to 21 May 2020 and contains
the conclusions reached by the Commission.

Chapter I

Matters calling for action by the Economic and Social
Council or brought to its attention

2 At [ts seventy-sixth session, the Commission adopted two resofutions and 19
decisions, which are reproduced below. The two resolutions are brought to the
attention of the Council. Statements in explanation of position delivered by delegations
are set out in section B.

Resolutions adopted by the Commission at its seventy-sixth session

Resolution 76/1

Strengthening cooperation to promaote the conservation and sustainable use of the
oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development in Asia and the
Pacific

The Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 69/313 of 27 July 2015 on the Addis
Ababa Action Agenda of the Third International Conference on Financing for
Development, which is an integral part of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development' that supports the attainment of Sustainable Development Goal 14
targets through concrete policies and actions,

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 70/1 of 235 Septéfiber 2015,
entitled “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”,
and stressing the importance of concerted efforts to achieve the Sustainable
Development Goals, including Goal 14 on conserving and sustainably using the
oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development,

Recalling further General Assembly resolution 71/312 of 6 July 2017, in which
the Assembly endorsed the declaration entitled “Our ocean, our fitture; call for action”,
adopted in June 2017 by the United Nations Conference to Support the Implementation
of Sustainable Development Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas
and marine resources for sustainable development, ’

Recalling General Assembly resolution 74/19 of 10 December 2019 on oceans
and the law of the sea and resolution 74/210 of 19 December 2019 on strengthening
cooperation for integrated coastal zone management for achjeving sustainable
development,

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 73/292 of 9 May 2019, entitled
#2020 United Nations Conference to Support the Implementation of Sustainable
Development Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably usc the oceans, seas and marine
resources for sustainable development”, in which the Assembly decided to convene
said Conference in Lisbon from 2 to 6 June 2020 with the overarching theme “Scaling
up ocean action based on science and innovation for the implementation of Goal 14:
stocktaking, partnerships and solutions” and decision 74/548 of (3 April 2020 in which

General Assembly resolution 70/1
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the Assembly decided to postpone the Conference to & later date to be decided by the
Assembly,

Recalling further General Assembly resolution 72/73 of 5 December 2017, in
which it proclaimed the United Nations Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable
Development for the 10-year period beginning on 1 January 2021, within existing
structures and available resources, and called upon the Intergovemmental
Qceanographic Commission to prepare an implementation plan for the Decade in
consultation with Member States, specialized agencies, funds, programmes and bodies
of the United Nations, as well as other intergovernmental organizations, non-
governmental organizations and relevant stakeholders,

Recalling resolution 70/7 of 8 August 2014 of the Economic and Social
Comumission for Asia and the Pacific on the implementation of the Suva Declaration
on Improving Maritime Transport and Related Services in the Pacific, its resolution
T1/6 of 29 May 2015 on maritime transport connectivity for sustainable development,
its resolution 72/9 of 19 May 2016 on regional cooperationto promote the conservation
and sustainable use of the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable
development in Asia and the Pacific, its resolution 73/4 of 19 May 2017 on the
implementation of the Ministerial Declaration on Sustainable Transport Connectivity
in Asia and the Pacific and its resolution 73/5 of 19 May 2017 an strengthening Asia-
Pacific’s support for the United Nations Conference to Support the Implementation of
Sustainable Development Goal 14,

Recognizing the importance of the conservation and sustainable use of marine
and coastal resources in Asia and the Pacific, which promote economic growth,
environmental sustainability and social inclusion and can help member States in the
region, in particular the least developed countries, small island developing States and
landlocked developing countries, as well as developing middle-income countries, o
address their sustainable development challenges,

Taking note of the Special Report on the Ocean and the Cryosphere in a
Changing Climate of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change,

Taking note also of the theme study for the seventy-sixth session of the
Commission,? in which the secretariat presents research on promoting economic, social
and environmental cooperation on the oceans for sustainable development, including,
but not limited to, issues related to sustainable fisheries, maritime connectivity, marine
plastic debris and the need to-promate multi-stakeholder dialogue,

1. Noting the role of relevant national policies and frameworks, calls upon
all members and associate members, and relevant stakeholders, to take urgent actions
for the conservation and sustainable use of the oceans, seas and marine resources, and,
in this regard, to share good practices and lessons leamed, including from the
respective voluntary commitments made at the United Nations Conferencs to Support
the Implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably
use the oceans, scas and marine resources for sustainable development in June 2017
and at the “Our Ocean” Conferences;

2. Recalls General Assembly resolution 74/19 of 10 December 2019 on
oceans and the law of thé sea’ and its preambular paragraphs on the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea* and votes the other international agreements, as
applicable;

3. Cognizant of the challenges posed by the coronayirus disease 2019
(COVID-19) outbreak, which may hamper the progress towards the achievement of
the Sustainable Development Goals, encourages member States to strengthen regional

ESCAP/76/1/Rev.1.
See A/74/PV 43,
United Nations, Treatv Series, vol. 1833, No. 31363.
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economie, social and environmental cooperation on the oceans, seas and marine
resources in Asia and the Pacific for the benefit of the sustainable development of all
member States of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Facific and
the attainment of the Goals, including by:

() Enhancing the cepacity of member States for the protection of the
manine environment and resources, including the environment of coastal areas, for
economic development in an environmentally sound and inclusive manner, and for the
promotion of, inter alia, related research and development, application of modern tools
like marine spatial planning, where applicable, ocean literacy, investments; social and
environmental safeguards, capacity-building and transfer of technology on mutually
agreed terms;

(b)  Encouraging the implementation of policies built on sound science and
considering applicable market-based approaches, as appropriate, to reduce marine
pollution from various sources in the region, in particular marine plastic, aiming to
reduce additional pollution by marine plastic litter to zero by 2050, including through
a life-cycle approach and by promoting environmentally sound waste management,
recycling capacity and innovative solutions, while recognizing the important role of
plastics in society, and the consideration of voluntary and qualitative estimations of
marine plastic debris by member States;

(c) Promoting North-South, South-South and triangular cooperation for
capacity-building and information-sharing, including science-based decision-making
and policy development on oceans and seas, guided by all the principles of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development;!

(d) Promoting public-private and civil society parmerships to increase
economic benefits to small island developing States and the least developed countries
from the conservation and sustainable use of marine resources, including sustainable
management of fisheries, aquaculture and tourism, and through coastal habitat
restoration efforts;

(¢) Promoting partnerships aad developing innovative approaches in line
with the challenges and opportunites of the oceans, seas and climate change,
contributing to global actions of international organizations, through collaboration
with stakeholders and, inter alia, the Asian and Pacific Centre for the Development of
Disaster Information Management, promoting discussion on the issues pertaining to :
disaster risk reduction and post-disaster recovery, and sharing information and
expertise for building resilience and multi-hazard early warning systems for the
member countries in the Asia-Pacific region;

()  Promoting synergy among the Sustainable Development Goals, in
particular between Goal 13 on climate action and Goal 14 on life below water, at the
regional level, with a view to supporting global action to address these Goals and to
highlight the importance of the ocean, including as an integral part of the Earth’s
climate system, and of ensuring the integrity of ocean and coastal ecosystems, as well
as promoting synergy between the Goals and the societal outcomes of the United
Nations Decede of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development (202 1~2030);

{g) Implementing policies for marine invasive species management by
increasing scientific knowledge of marine invasive species and improving its
availability and dissemination, utilizing marine spatial planning and ecosystem-based
approaches for conserving marine ecosystems and proruoting the protection of sites of
particular importance for biodiversity;

(h)  Strengthening cooperation and policy coherence among institutions at
all levels, including between and among international, regional and subregional
organizations;

4. Regquests the Executive Secretary:

(a) To continue to strengthen current partuerships and to develop new
partoerships, where appropriate, for the conservation and sustainable use of the oceans,
seas and marine resources, including through participatory, multi-stakeholder dialogue
platforms;
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(b) To continue fo strengthen and facilitate pational capacities and to
provide, upon request, and within existing resources, technical assistance for the
effective implementation of relevant {nternationally agreed conventions to conserve
and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources, in collaboration with
relevant United Nations bodies and specialized agencies and regional and subregional
organizations, in line with their existing mandates;

(¢) To continue to support countries, in particular least developed
countries, landlocked developing countries and small island developing States, as well
as developing middle-income couantries, in sharing experiences as well as in enhancing
coaperation on the conservation and sustainable use of marine resources, including
ecosystem restoration and sustainable management of fisheries, aquaculture and
tourism and through coastal babitat restoration efforts, in light of the regional road map
for implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in Asia and the
Pacific;’

(d) To continue to stengthen and facilitate national capacities, including
through engagement with the Global Ocean Accounts Partnership, on a voluntary
basis, for measurcment and accounting of progress towards the sustainable
development of the occans, in line with the document entitled “Advancing official
statistics for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development: a collective vision and
framework for action by the Asia-Pacific statistical community”,¢ endorsed by the
Committee on Statistics at its fifth session;

(¢) To continue to support systematic regional dialogue on sustainable
maritime connectivity, in close collaboration with the key global and regional
stakeholders, and as part of the work of the Commission on promoting sustainable
transport coonectivity in the region;

5. Also requests the Exccutive Secretary to report to the Commission at its
seventy-eighth session on progress in the implementation of the present resolution.

2nd plenary meeting
2] May 2020

Resolution 7672
Regional cooperation to address the socioeconomic effects of pandemics and

erises in Asia and the Pacific
The Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific,

Expressing condolences and grave concern about the loss of life as a result of
the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic and the significant adverse social
and economic ¢ffects it has posed globally, and in particular in the Asia-Pacific region,
especially with regard to vulnerable developing countries and countries with special
needs, and recognizing that the prioritization of fighting the discase is saving lives and
protecting people in vulnerable sitvations from the pandemic by stopping its spread
and mitigating its cffects on the health of people, and that increased poverty and
inequalities may affect the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals,

Expressing grave concern also about the uneven effects the COVID-19
pandemic has had on countries and individuals, and, in this regard, reaffirming that all
efforts to address and recover from the effects of the pandemic should be people-
centred, with no one left behind, and that all countries and individuals have unimpeded
access 10 assistance and support that is available,

Guided by the spisit of unity, solidarity and multilateral cooperation, and
resolving ta pursue coordinated and decisive actions, to contain, mitigate and defeat
the pandemic through reinforced regional and global cooperation,

E/ESCAP/73/31, annex IT,
E/ESCAP/CST(SY I/Rev. L.
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Declaring our profound solidarity with the most-atfected countries and people
in different parts of the world who have suffered from the spread of the pandemic and
mindfyl of the need lo supporl thuse who may require assistance, in particular by
providing technical assistance to those most affected, with particular emphasis on
developing countries, whose-health systemns are often weaker and whose populations
are more vulnerable to the impact of such outbreaks,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 74/274 of 20 April 2020 on
international cooperation to ensure global access to medicines, vaccines and medical
equipment to face COVID-19, resolution 74/270 of 2 April 2020 on the global
solidarity to fight COVID-19 and resolution 60/35 of 30 November 2005 on enhancing
capacity-building in global public health,

Recalling also resolutions 60/2 of 28 Apeil 2004 and 61/12 of 18 May.2005 of
the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific on the regional call for
action to enhance capacity-building in public health and resolution 74/11 of 16 May
2018 on strengthening regional cooperation to tackle inequality: in all its forms in Asia
and the Pacific, )

Noting General Assembly resolution 67/81 of 12 December 2012 on global
health and foreign policy and resolution 73/2 of 10 October 2018 on the political
declaration of the third high-level meeting of the Assembly on the prevention and
control of non-communicable diseases,

Reaffirming the political declaration of the high-level meeting on universal
health coverage, entitled “Universal health coverage: moving together to build a
healthier world”,” :

Welcoming current intemational, regional and subregional cooperation efforts
and commitments and natiopal actions to address and alleviate the adverse effects of
the COVID-19 pandemic,

Reaffirming the fundamental role of the United Natjons syster, in particular
the importance of the World Health Organization, in coordinating the global response
to control and contain the spread of COVID-19 and in supporting Member States,

Noting the wide range of efforts across the United-Natons system to support
actions by countries to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic, including the report of the
Executive Secretary;*

Expressing appreciation for the launch of the United Nations COVID-19
Response and Recovery Fund to help support low- and middle-income countries and
the poor and most vulnerable to economic hardship and social disruption,

Recognizing that recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic and other related
future crises should not hinder the continued progress towards implementation of the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Developmerit® and the achievement of the Sustainable
Development Goals,

Recognizing also that a regional approach will enable a collective examination
of the impacts to the Asia-Pacific region, economic and social measures, and sharing
of best practices and lessons Jeamed,

Recognizing further that the COVID-19 pandemic is an opportunity for
governments and other relevant stakeholders in the region to build their crisis resilience
by including risk assessment in all development action,

7 General Assembly resolution 74/2.
! ESCAP/76/34.
®  General Assembly resolution 70/1
B20-00423 : 5




E/2020/39
ESCAP/76/35

1. Reaffirms the importance of international and regional cooperation to
strengthen the resilience of all members and associate members, in particular least
developed countries, landlocked developing countries and smalt island developing
States, as well as developing countries, with regard to the socioeconomic effects of
pandemics and other related crises;

2, Acknowledges the importance of ensuring the continued flow of
essential goods and services and the mavement of people in order to face the challenges
of the adverse cffects of the pandemic and other related crises in the spirit of good
neighbours;

3. Encourages countries, in the spirit of multilateralism, to highlight the
inequality gaps, poverty and escalating heaith risks for millions of people due to the
coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19);

4, Emphasizes that recovery from the COVID-19 crisis provides an
opportunity to build back beter in Asia and the Pacific, including by building more
equal, inclusive and sustainable institutions, economies and societies that respect
human rights and are more resilient in the face of any futwre pandemic, and other
related crises faced by the region, in line with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development;?

5. Reaffirms the decade of action and delivery for sustainable
development, and in this regard underlines the need for the United Nations system to
work as one to support all Governments;

6. Reiterates the importance of multilateralism and intemnational
cooperation, and encourages action by all members of the Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific to promote measures that may reinforce global
solidarity in responding to the outbreak of COVID-19;

7. Requests the Executive Secretary, in close coordination and
consultation with member States and other relevant United Nations bodies and
organizations, to analyse the ability of the Asia-Pacific region to recover from COVID-
19 and other pandemics and similar widescale crises, to develop ideas for conerete and
coordinated actions by countries, the United Nations system and other relevant
stakeholders, including proposals for responding to the socioeconomic impacts of
COVID-19 and future pandemics and related widescale crises in the region, keeping
in mind the experience and best practices of the initial response, to enable countries 10
build back better in line with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and to
submit a report to the Commission at its seventy-seventh session for its consideration.

2nd plenary meeting
21 May 2020

B. Statements in explanation of position in relation to the resolutions
adopted by the Commission at its seventy-sixth session

3 Prior to the adoption of resolution 76/1, the representative of Turkey stated her
Government's reservation related to operative paragraph 2 of the resolution. While
stating her delegation’s full commitment to cooperation to promote the conservation
and sustainable use of oceans, seas and marine resources, her Government
disassociated itself from the reference made in operative paragraph 2 to the United
Nations Coavention on the Law of the Sea to which Turkey was nota party. She further
stated that the reference could not be construed as a change in the well-known legal
position of Turkey with regard to the said Convention. Moreaver, in relation w0
operative paragraph 3, she emphasized that marine spatial planning was not yet a
functioning instrument established in every country. Therefore, all references to
marine spatial planning were to be understood as valid for the countries and venues
where it was applicable.
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4. The representative of the [slamic Republic of [ran stated the view of his
delegation that, while recalling the importance of the United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea, which provided a general legal hamework {ur the conscrvalion
and sustainable use of oceans and their resources, and admitting the obligation of the
[slamic Republic of Iran as a signatory of the Convention not to act against the
objective and purpose of the Convention, the resolution could not affect the legal status
of non-parties to the Convention and any other relevant agreements and that the
(‘onvention and other relevant international agreements were considered as a package
with the same level of importance.

5. The representative of the United States of America said that his delegation
joined consensus on that resolution and was proud to be a leader on international efforts
to conserve and sustainably use the ocean and its resources and to promote a thriving,
sustainable ocean economy. He noted that the United States proudly supported global
and regional efforts 10 prevent and reduce marine pollution, including the millions of
tons of plastic debris that flowed into the ocean every year; to measure and address the
impacts of ocean acidification; to promote international cooperation on marine
protected areas; and to ensure safe, secure and clean shipping. He swessed that many
of those efforts depended on sustained and focused international cooperation,
especially between Governments and the private sector. At the same time, he
underscored that that non-binding document did not create rights or obligations under
international law. With reference to the special reports of the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change, he stated that deceptance of such reports and approval of their
summaries for policymakers did not imply endorsement by his delegation of the
specific findings or underlying contents of the reports, and was without prejudice to
his delegation’s positions. Regarding operative paragraph 3 (a), he said that inclusion
of only “social™ and “environmental” safeguards ignored the economic safeguards
needed for investment in the sustainable development of the marine environment and
resources of the coastal areas, Regarding references to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, he said that his delegation recognized the 2030 Agenda as a global
voluntary framework for sustainable development that could help countries to work
towards global peace and prosperity. His delegation applauded the call for shared
responsibility, including national responsibility, in the 2030 Agenda and emphasized
that all countries had a role to play in achieving its vision, in accordance with their
own national policies and priorities. He underscored that paragraph 18 of the 2030
Agenda called for countries to implement the Agenda in a manner that was consistent
with the rights and obligations of States under interational law. He highlighted that
implementation of the 2030 Agenda had to respect and be without prejudice to the
independent mandates of other processes and institutions, including negotiations, and
did not prejudge or serve as precedent for decisions and actions under way in other
forums. For example, the 2030 Agenda did not represent a commitment to provide new
market access for goods or services and did not interpret or alter any World Trade
Organization agreement or decision, including the Agreement on Trade-Related
Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights. -

6. Prior to the adoption of resolution 76/2, the representative of the Islamic
Republic of Iran stated that his delegation had joined the consensus on the resolution
in’ supporting multilateralism and coordinated collective action in mitigating the
negative effects of the COVID-19 pandemic in the region in the spirit of unity,
solidarity and decisive action. At the same time, his delegation reiterated its deep
concem regarding the negative impacts of unilateral coercive measures and illegal and
unjust sanctions imposed against his and other countries, which were contrary to the .
principles of intemational law, increased the poverty gap, created obstacles: for the
achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals and disrupted and impeded access
to hurnanitarian resources and necessary medical equipment to combat the COVID-19
pandemic. He expressed the hope of his delegation that other members would condemn
such unilateral coercive measures that negatively affected the regional solidarity in
responding to the pandemic.

7. The representative of the United States of America said that his delegation
joined consensus.on that resolution but disassociated itself from preambular paragraph
10. He notad that his delegation continued to demonstrate global leadership in the face
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of the COVID-19 pandemic and emained the largest single country donor [0 the
résponse efforts globally, building on decades of leadership in life-saving health and
humanitarian assistance, At the same time, he underscored that that non-binding
document did not create rights or obligations under international law, Regarding
references to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, he said that his delegation
recognized the 2030 Agenda as a global voluntary framework for sustainable
development that could help countries to work towards global peace and prosperity.
His delegation applauded the call for shared responsibility, including pational
responsibility, in the 2030 Agenda and emphasized that all countries had a role to play
in achieving its vision, in accordance with their own national policies and privrities.
He underscored that paragraph 18 of the 2030 Agenda called for countries to
implement the Agenda in a manner that was consistent with the rights and obligations
of States under international law. He highlighted that implementation of the 2030
Agenda had to respect and be without prejudice to the independent mandates of other
processes and institutions, including negotiations, and did not prejudge or serve as
precedent for decisions and actions under way in other forums. For example, the
Agenda did not represent a commitment to provide new market access for goods or
services and did not interpret or alter any World Trade Organization agreement oF
decision, including the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property
Rights. He clarified that his delegation disassociated itself from the reference to.the
World Health Organization (WHO) in preambulac paragraph 10. While his delegation
acknowledged that WHO should play a role in the efforts to end the outbreak, it
remained seriously concerned with the lack of independence that the leadership of
WHO had shown sinee the beginning of the pandemic. He recalled the announcement
made by his delegation on 14 April 2020 that his delegation would pause funding to
WHO pending a review of the organization’s mismanagement of the outbreak of the
novel coronavirus, and insisted that WHO advance the health of people around the
world in a wansparent, science-based manner that incorporated accountability into its
decision-making. He also called on Member States to comply with their obligations
under the Internatiopal Health Regulations (2005) to provide complete data on cases
of COVID-19 within their territories and to share samples and genetic sequences of
the novel coronavirus with the international community,

C. Decisions adopted by the Commission at its seventy-sixth session

Decision 76/1

Executive summary of the Asia-Pacific Countries with Special Needs
Development Report 2020: Leveraging Ocean Resources for the Sustainable
Development of Small Island Developing States

At its 2nd plenary meeting, on 21 May 2020, the Comnmission took note of the
executive summary of the Asia-Pacific Countries with Special Needs Development
Report 2020; Leveraging Ocean Resources for the Sustainable Development of Small
Island Developing States (ESCAP/76/2/Rev.1).

Decision 76/2 _
Matters calling for action by the Commission or brought to its attention emanating
from the meetings of its subsidiary bodies held in the period 20192020

At its 2ud plenary meeting, on 21 May 2020, the Commission endorsed the
matters calling for action by the Commission or brought to its attention emanating from
the meetings of its subsidiary bodies held in the period 2019-2020 (ESCAP/T6/6).

Decision 76/3
Reports of intergovernmental bodies and meetings held in the period 2019-2020

At its 20d plenary meeting, on 21 May 2020, the Commission endorsed the
following documents: :

(2) Report of the Governing Council of the Special Programme for the
Economiies of Central Asia on its fourteenth session (ESCAP/T6/3);
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()  Report of the Seventh Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development
(ESCAPI76/7),

(¢) Report of the Governing Council of the Centre for Sustainable
Agricultural Mechanization on its fifteenth session (ESCAP/I6/11); '

(d)  Reportof the Goveming Council of the Asian and Pacific Centre for the
Development of Disaster [nformation Management on its fourth session
(ESCAP/76/13};

(¢) Report of the Goveming Council of the Asian and Pacific Training
Centre for Information and Communication Technology for Development on its
fourteenth session (ESCAP/76/19);

(f)  Report of the Governing Council of the Asian and Pacific Centre for
Transfer of Technology on its fifteenth session (ESCAP/76/20);

(8) Report of the Governing Coungil of the Statistical Instinute for Asia and
the Pacific on its fiftcenth session (ESCAP/76/22).

Decision 76/4

Documents prepared by the secretariat on issues pertinent to the review of the
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in Asia and the
Pacific

At its 2nd plenary meeting, on 21 May 2020, the Commission took nate of the
following documents:

(a)  Subregional cooperation for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development in Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP/76/4);

(b)  Summary of progress in the implementation of Commission resolutions
(ESCAP/76/5);

(c)  The urban opportunity: accelerating local actions to implement the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development (ESCAP/76/12),

(d) Subregional and regional approaches for disaster resilience
(ESCAP/T6/14);

(¢)  Transforming cconomies to make them consistent with the ambitions of
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (ESCAP/76/16); ‘

(f)  Trade and investment as drivers for accelerated implementation of the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (ESCAP/76/18); i .

(g) Policy priorities for trapsformation to inclusive digital economics
(ESCAP/7621);

(h)  Achieving Sustainable Development Goal 14 on life below water:
accounting for our oceans:(ESCAPR/76/24);

(i)  Annual reports of imemational and intergovernmental organizations '
provided-to the Commission (ESCAP/76/INF/1). ’

Decision 76/5
Report of the Sth meeting of the Regional Steering Group for Civil Registration
and Vital Statistics in Asia and the Pacific :

At its 2nd plenary meeting, on 21 May 2020, the Commission téok note of the
report of the 5th mesting of the Regional Steering Group for Civil Registration and
Vital Statistics in Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP/76/23/Rev.1), and decided to postpane
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the convening of thé Second Ministerial Conference on Civil Registration and Vital
Statistics in Asia and the Pacific to 2021,

Decision 76/6

Report of the Asia-Pacific Ministerial Conference on the Beijing+25 Review and
the Asia-Pacific Declaration on Advancing Gender Equality and Women's
Empowerment: Beijing+25 Review

At its 2nd plenary meeting, on 21 May 2020, the Commission endorsed the
report of the Asia-Pacific Ministerial Conference on the Beijing+25 Review
(ESCAP/76/8) and took note of the Asia-Pacific Declaration on Advancing Gender
Equality and Women's Empowerment: Beijing+25 Review (ESCAP/76/8/Add.1).

Decision 76/7
Action plan ta strengthen regional cooperation on social protection in Asia and

the Pacific

At its 2nd plenary meeting, on 21 May 2020, the Commission took note of the
note by the secretariat on the action plan to strengthen regional cooperation on social
protection in Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP/76/9) and requested the Committee on
Social Development, at its sixth session, 10 review the Action Plan with a view to
providing advice on the follow-up, as appropriate.

Decision 76/8

Asia-Pacific indicator framework for monitoring progress towards the
implementation of the Programme of Action of the International Conference on
Population and Development and of the commitments contained in the Asian and
Pacific Ministerial Declaration’'on Population and Development

At its 2nd plenary meeting, on 21 May 2020, the Commission took note of the
note by the secretariat on the Asia-Pacific indicator framework for monitoring progress
towards the implementation of the Programme of Action of the Intemational
Conference on Population and Development and of the commitments contained in the
Asian and Pacific Ministerial Declaration on Population and Development
(ESCAP/76/10) and requested the Commitiee on Social Development, at its sixth
session, to review the framework with a view to providing advice on the follow-up, as
appropriate.

Decision 76/9
Regional road map on power system connectivity: promoting cross-border
electricity connectivity for sustainable development

At its 2nd plenary meeting, on 21 May 2020, the Commission took note of the
note by the secretariat entitled “Regional road map on power system connectivity:
promoting cross-border electricity connectivity for sustainable development”
(ESCAP/76/15) and requested the Committce on Energy, at its third session, to review
the road map with a view to providing guidance on the follow-up, as appropriate.

Decision 76/10
Proposed programme plan for 2021

At its 20d plenary meeting, on 21 May 2020, the Commission cndorsed the
proposed programme plan for 2021 (ESCAP16/25). .

Decision 76/11 .
Proposed programme changes for the 2020 programme pian

At its 2nd plenary meeting, on 21 May 2020, the Commission endorsed the
proposed programme changes for the 2020 programme plan (ESCAP/76/26).
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Decision 76/12
Overview of partnerships, extrabudgetary coatributions and capacity
development

At its 2nd plenary meeting, on 21 May 2020, the Commission took note of the
note by the secretariat on the overview of parmerships, extrabudgetary contributions
and capacity development (ESCAP/76/27) and expressed its appreciation for the
following contributions pledged by members and associate members for 2020

l.  Brunei Darussalam The secretariat bad received written notification
thar the Government of Brunei Darussalam would make the following contributions:

SIAP ' §15 000
Pacific Trust Fund 51000

2, China. The delegation of China announced:- that its Governrnent would
make the following contributions:

APCTT RMB 190 000
CSAM $1 548 000
SIAP $70 000
Asian and Pacific Decade of Disabled Persons $10000 -
NEASPEC $45 000

In addition, the delegation of China informed the secretariat that the contribution to the
China~-ESCAP Cocperation Programme would be announced later.

3. India. The delegation of India announced that its Government would
make the following contributions:

APCTT $870 000
CSaM $15 000
SIAP $25 000
ESCAP Subregional Office for South $79 000
and South-West Asia

4, Japan The secretariat had received written notification that the
Government of Japan- would make the following contributions for the period April 2020

to March 2021:
Japan-ESCAP Cooperation Fund $27 600
SIAP §1 859 765

[n addition, the Government of Japan would make a contribution in-kind cqmvalent to
$1,090,982 to SIAP for the period from April 2020 to March 2021

5. Macao, China. The secretariat had received written notification that the
goverfithent of Macao, China, would make the following contributions:

APCICT $5 000
APCTT $5 000
APDIM ) $10 000
SIAP $20 000
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6. - Myanmar. The sccretariat had received written notification that the
Government of Myanmar would make the following contribution:

ESCAP Programme of Work $2:000
SIAP $1 000

7 Republic of Korea. The secretariat had received written notification that
the Government of the Republic of Korea would make the following contributions:

Korea-ESCAP Cooperation Fund $272 577
ESCAP Programme of Work $580 303
BSCAP Accessibility Centre $8210
NEASPEC $293 103
Seoul Initiative on Green Growth $100 000
Capacity Development Trust Fund for APTA Promotion $220 000
and Trade Facilitation Activities

APCICT $1385385
APCTT $24 630
CSAM $10 000
SIAP $53 000
Subregional Office for East and North-East Asia $1 141000

In addition, the Government of the Republic of Korea announced that it would extend
the project on the Seoul Initiative on Green Growth for five years, from 2021 to 2025
and provide voluntary in-cash and in-kind contributions to the initiative.

The Government of the Republic of Korea announced that it would continue to send
pon-reimbursable loan experts to collaborate with ESCAP on technical cooperation
activities.

8. Russian Federation. The delegation of the Russian Federation
apnounced that its Government had made the contribution of $1,200,000 for the
implementation of mutually agreed technical cooperation projects.

In addition, the Government of the Russian Federation had made a contribution of
$30,000 to SIAP.

9. Thailand. The secretariat had received written notification that the
Govemment of Thailand would make the following contributions:

APCTT $15 000

CSAM ' $15 000

SIAP $23 000
Decision 76/13

Report on the evaluation of the Statistical Institute for Asia and the Pacific
pursuant to resolution 71/1 -

At its 2nd plenary meeting, on 21 May 2020, the Commission endorsed the
report on the evaluation of the Statistical Institute for Asia and the Pacific pursuant to
resolution 71/1 (ESCAP/76/28) and took note of the information document on the
evaluation of the Statistical Instrute for Asia and the Pacific pursuant to resolution
71/1 (ESCAP/76/INF/2).
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Decision 76/14 )
Report on the evaluation of the Centre for Sustainable Agriculturat
Mechanization pursuant te resolution 71/1

At its 2nd plenary meeting, on 21 May 2020, the Commission endorsed the
report on the evaluation of the Centre for Sustainable Agricultural Mechanization
pursuant ta resolution 71/1 (ESCAP/76/29) and took note of the information docurnent
on the evaluation of the Centre far Sustainable Agricultural Mechanization pursuant to
resolution 71/1 (ESCAP/76/INF/3).

Decision 76/15
Report on the review of the establishment of the Asian and Pacific Centre for the
Development of Disaster Information Management pursuant to resolution 71/11

At its 2nd plenary meeting, on 21 May 2020, the Commission endorsed the
report on the review of the establishmemt of the Asian and Pacific Centre for the
Development of Disaster Information Management pursuant to resolution 71/11
(ESCAP/76/30) and took note of the information document on the review of the
egtablishment of the Asian and Pacific Ceatre for the Development of Disaster
Information Management pursuant to resolution 71/11 (ESCAP/76/INF/4).

Decision 76/16
Report on the evaluation activities of the Commission during the biennium 20182019

At its 2nd plenary meeting, on 2] May 2020, the Commission took nate of the
report on the evaluation activities:of the Commission during the biennium 2018-2019
(ESCAP/76/31).

Decision 76/17
Report of the Chair of the opén-ended working group on the review of the
canference structure of the Commission

At its 2nd plenary meeting, on 21 May 2020, the Cominission took note of the
report of the Chair of the open-end=d working group on the review of the corference
structure of the Commission (ESCAP/76/32).

Decision 76/18
Report of the Advisory Committee of Permanent Representatives and Other
Representatives Designated by Members of the Commission

At its 2nd plenary meeting, on 21 May 2020, the Commission took note-of the
report of the Advisory Committee of Permanent Representatives and Other ;
Representatives Designated by Members of the Commission (ESCAP/76/33). o B

Decision 76/19
Dates and-venue of and theme topic for the Seventy-seventh session of the
Commission (2021)

At its 2nd plenary meeting, on 21 May 2020, the Commission decided that its g
seventy-seventh session would be held at the United Nations Conference Centre in '
Bangkok from 26 to 30 April 2021. The Commission also decided that the theme topic
for its seventy-seventh session would be “Building back better from crises through
regional cooperation in Asia and the Pacific” (ESCAP/76/17).
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Chapter 11

Organization of the seventy-sixth session of the Commission

A. Attendance and organization of work

8. The seventy-sixth session of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia
and the Pacific (ESCAP) was held on 21 May 2020 via videoconferencing owing to
the coronavirus discase (COVID-19) pandemic.

9. The session was attended by representatives of the following members and
associate members:

Members

Afghanistan
Armenia
Australia
Azerbaijan
Bangladesh
Bhutan
Brunei Darussalam'’
Cambodia
_China
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
Fiji
France
Georgia
India
Indonesia
[ran (Islamic Republic of)
Japan

Kiribati
Kyrgyzstan

Lao People's Democratic Republic
Malaysia

Maldives

Marshall Islands
Micronesia (Federated States of)
Mongolia
Myanmar

Nauru

Nepal

New Zealand
Pakistan

Palau

Papua New Guinea
Philippines
Republic of Korea
Russian Federation
Samoa

Singapore

Sri Lanka
Tajikistan
Thailand
Timor-Leste
Tonga

Turkey
ljurlcmenistan
Tuvalu
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10.

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Nortbern Ireland
United States of America

Uzbekistan

Vanuatu

Viet Nam

Associate members
American Samos
French Polynesia

Hong Kong, China
Macao, China

By virtue of rule 3 of the Commission’s rules of procedure, representatives of

Austria, Belgium, Germany, Israel, Italy, Portugal. San Marino and Switzerland
attended.

11

The list of participants is available at

www.unescap.org/commission/76/listOfParticipants.

12.

The Commission decided, for the seventy-sixth session only and owing to the

special circumstances, to waive rule 13 of its rules of procedure and elected
Mr. Mohammad Nazmul Quaunine (Bangladesh) as Chair of the seventy-sixth session and
Mr. Nadhavathna Krishnamra (Thailand) asVice-Chair.

13.

The Commission also expressed appreciation to Ms. Suzilah Binti Mohd

Sidek (Malaysia) as Chair and to Mr. Rongvudhi Virabutr (Thailand) as Vice-Chair of
the Informal Working Group on Draft Resolutions for having considered the draft
resolutions and decisions submiitted for the session.

Agenda

14.

The Commission adopted the following agenda:
1 Opening of the session:

(a)  Opening statcments;
(b)  Election of officers;
(c)  Adoption of the agenda,
2. General debate on the theme topic “Promoting economic, social and
environmental cooperation on oceans for sustainable development”.

3. Special Body on Least Developed, Landlocked Developing and Pacific
Tsland Developing Countries.

4. Regional cooperation to address the socioeconomic effects of the global
health erisis.

5. Review of the implementation of the 2030 Ageada for Sustainable
Development in Asia and the Pacific:
(a)  Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development; L e
(b)  Social development;
(¢) Environment and development;
(d)  Disaster risk reduction;
(¢) Energy;
(f)  Transport;
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(g) Macroeconomic policy, poverty reduction and financing for
development;

(h) Trade and investment;

(i) Information and communications technology, —science,
technology and innovation;

()  Statistics.

6. Management issues:

(a)  Proposed programme plan for 2021,

(b)  Programume changes for the 2020 programme plan;

(¢) Overview of partnerships, extrabudgetary contributions and
capacity development;

(d) Reporton the cvaluation activities of the Commission during the
bicnnium 2018-2019 and outcomes of the evaluation/review of
the Statistical Institute for Asia and the Pacific, the Centre for
Sustainable Agricultural Mechanization end the Asian and
Pacific Centre for the Development of Disaster Information
Management.

A Review of the conference structure of the Commission pursuant to

resolution 73/1,

8. Activities of the Advisory Committce of Permanent Representatives
and Other Representatives Designated by Members of the Commission.
9, Dates and venue of and theme topic for the seventy-seventh session of
the Commission (2021).
10.  Other matters.
11.  Adoption of the report of the Commission.
C.  Opening of the session

16

15,  Mr. Mohammad Nazmul Quaunine (Bangladesh) presided over the opening of
the seventy-sixth session. Video messages from Mr. Omar Hilale (Morroco), Vice-
President of the E¢onomic and Social Council; the Secretary-General; and General
Prayut Chan-o-cha (Ret.), Prime Minister of Thailand, were played. The Executive
Secretary of ESCAP delivered welcome remarks and a policy statement. Video
messages from Ms. Sheikh Hasina, Prime Minister of Bangladesh, and Mr. Josaia
Vorege Bainimarama, Prime Minister of Fiji, were played. A video message from
Mr. Kausea Natano, Prime Minister of Tuvalu, as Chair of the Pacific Islands Forum,
was also played.

. Adoption of the report of the Commission

16.  The report of the Commission was adopted at its 2nd plenary meeting on
21 May 2020. '
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Chapter II1

Work of the Commission since the seventy-fifth session

A.  Activities of subsidiary bodies

17 During the period under review, the following intergovernmental meetings and
meetings of subsidiary bodies were held:

(a) Commitiees:

(i) Committee on Disaster Risk Reduction (sixth session);
(iijy Committee on Energy (second session);

(1if) Committee on Macroeconomic Policy, Poverty Reduction and
Financing for Development (second session);

(b)  Goveming councils:
(i) Goveming Council of the Asian and Pacific Centre for Transfer of
Technology (fifteenth session);

(li) Governing Council of the Asian and Pacific Training Centre for
Information and Communication Technology for Development
(fourteenth session);

(iii) Goveming Council of the Centre for Sustainable Agricultural
Mechanization (fifteenth session);

(iv) Governing Council of the Statistical Institute for Asia and the
Pacific (fifteenth session);

(v) Goveming Council of the Asian and Pacific Centre for the
Development of Disaster Information Management (fourth
session); .

{c)  Other intergovernmenta! meetings:

()  Goveming Council of the Special Programime for the Economies of
Central-Asia (fourteenth session);

{fi) Asia-Pacific Miniswerial Conference on the Beijing+25 Review:

(lii) Seventh Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable Development.

18. The dates, bureaux and document symbols of the reports of the meetings are
given in annex [1. The reports reflect the dlscusswns held, the agreements reached and
the decisions taken.

B.  Publications
19.  The list of publications issued since the seventy-fifth session of the

Commission and pre-session documents submitted to it at its present session are listed
in annex III.

C. Relations with other United Nations bodies

20, The secretariat maintained close and regular contacts with various divisions at
Headquarters and with the secretariats of the other regional commissions oa projects
of common interest.
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Annex |

Statement of programme budget implications of actions and
proposals of the Commission

L The requests contained in the resolutions listed below will have no programme
budget implications for the approved programme budget for 2020" and the proposed
programme budget for 2021

() Resolution ESCAP/RES/76/1: Strengthening cooperation to promote
the conservation and sustainable use of the oceans, seas and marine resources for
sustainable development in Asia and the Pacific;

(b) Resolution ESCAP/RES/76/2: Regional cooperation to address the
socioeconomic effects of pandemics and crises in Asia and the Pacific. '

2. As appropriate, extrabudgetary —resources will be sought' for the
implementation of the activities required under the above-mentioned resolutions,

18

L

1

See General Assembly resolution 74/264 A-C.
A/15/6 (Sect. 19).

et s
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Annex IT

Meetings of subsidiary bodies and other intergovernmental bodies
held since the seventy-fifth session of the Commission

Subsidiary bodies and officers Session Document symbol
Commilrtees
I.  Committee on Disaster Risk Reduction Sixth session ESCAP/CDR/2019/3
Bangkok
. 28-30 August 2019
Chair: Mr. Mohammad Qaseem Haidari
{Afghanistan)

Vice-Chairs:  Mr. Taitusi Nacolakia Vakadravuyaca (Fiji)
Mr. Velix Vemando Wanggai (Indonesia)

. Committee on Energy Second session ESCAPACE/2019/4

Bangkok
911 October 2019
Chair: Mr. Mohammad Hossain (Bangladesh)

Vice-Chairs:  Mr, Fengquan An (China)
Mr. Talyat Aliev (Russian Federation)
Mr. Sarawur Kaewtathip (Thailand)
Mr. Avafoa [rata (Tuvalu)

III. Corumittee on Macroeconomic Policy, Poverty Second session ESCAPICMPFR019/6
Reduction and Financing for Development Bangkak
68 November 2019
Chair: Mr, Ribaun Kom (Cambodia)

Vice-Chairs:  Ms. Samantha K Jayasuriya (Sri Lanka)
Mr. Khomraj Koirala (Nepal)

Governing councils of regional institutions

L. Governing Council of the Asian and Pacific Centre for  Fifteenth session ES(.‘:kP/?G/‘ZO
Transfer of Technology Kuala Lumpur
6 and 7 November 2019
Chair: Mr, Teoh Phi Li (Malaysia)

Vice-Chair; Mr. Ashwani Gupta (India)

[I. Governing Council of the Asian and Pacific Training  Fourteenth session ESCAP/76/19

Centre for Information and Communication Incheon, Republic of ~

Technology for Development Korea L
28 November 2019

Chair Mr. Mobammad Fazlur Rahman (Bangladesh)

Vice-Chair: Ms, Ishariyaporn Smiprem (Thailand) ROy
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Subsidiary bodies and officers Session Document symbol
I Governing Council of the Centre for Sustainable F iftc;nth sessiqn ESCAP/76/11
Agricultural Mechanization Jeonju, Republic of Korea
29 November 2019

Chair: Mr. Kanchan Kumar Singh (India)
Vice-Chair: Ms. Thi Tam Dinh (Viet Nam)

IV. Governing Council of the Statistical Institute for Asia
and the Pacific

Chair: Ms. Ariunzaya Ayush (Mongolia)
Vice-Chair;  Mr. Akira Tsumura (Japan)

V. Governing Council of the Asian and Pacific Centre for
the Development of Disaster Inforiti ation
Management
Chair: Lieutenant General Muhammad Afzal

(Pakistan)
Vice-Chair; Dr. Mchmet Gulluogtu (Turkey)

Fifteenth session Chiba, ESCAP/76/22
]

apan
9 and 10 December 2015

Fourth session ESCAP/76/13
Islamabad
20 February 2020

Other intergovernmental meetings

L Governing‘Council of the Special Programme for the
Ecoromies of Central Asia

Chair: Mr. Ezizgeldi Annamuhammedov
(Turkmenistan)

. IL Asia-Pacific Ministerial Conference on the Beijing+25

Review
Chair: Ms. Mereseini Vuniwaga (Fiji)
Vice-Chairs;  Ms. Nabila Musleh (Afghanistan)
Ms. Zhanna Andreasyan (Armenia)
Ms. Fazilatunnesa Indira (Bangladesh)
Ms. Ing Kantha Phavi (Cambodia)
Ms. Xia Jie (China)
Ms. Zhang Haidi (China)
Ms. Sr Danti Anwar (Indonesia)

Ms. Masoumeh Ebtekar
(Islamic Republic of Iran)

Mr. Tacaba Kaiea (Kiribati)

Ms. Bouachanh Syhanath
(Lao People’s Democratic Republic)

Ms. Shidhatha Shareef (Maldives)
Ms. Amenta Matthew (Marshall Islands)
Mr. Win Myat Aye (Myanmar)

20

Fourteenth session ESCAP/16/3
Ashgabat

20 &nd 21 November

2019

Bangkok ESCAP/76/8

27-29 November 2013
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Sibsidiary bodies and officers Session Document symbol
Mr. Wake Goruson Goi (Papua New Guinea)
Ms, Lee Jung Ok (Republic of Korea)
Mr. Leac Talalelei Tuitama (Samoa)
Ms. Freda Tuki Soriocomua (Solomon Islands)
Mr. Chuti Krairiksh (Thailand)
Mr. Vatau Mefi Hui (Tonga)
Mr. Le Quan (Viet Nam)
. Seventh Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable Bangkok ESCAP/76/1
Development 20 May-2020
Chair; Ms. Samantha K. Jayasuriya (Sri Lanka)
Vice-Chairs:  Ms. Rosemarie Edillon (Philippines)
B20-00423 21
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Annex ITI

Publications and documents issued by the Comimission
Publications issued since the seventy-fifth session” '

Executive direction and management

ESCAP Annual Report 2019.
What's Ahead @ ESCAP.”

Subprogramme 1
Macroeconomic policy, poverty reduction and financing for development

Asia-Pacific Countries with Special Needs Development Report 2020: Leveraging
Ocean Resources for Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing States.
ST/ESCAP/2904 (Sales Na. E.20.ILF.11).

Economic and Soclal Survey of Asia and the Pacific 2020: Towards Sustainable
Economies. ST/ESCAP/2902 (Sales No. E.20.ILF.16).

MPFD Policy Briefs:”
No. 82, March 2019: “Fintech in the Pacific Island Countries: challenges and
opportunities”.
No. 83, April 2019: “Investing in social protection floors”.
No. 84, April 2019: “Ending hunger and malnutrition: how much would it cost?”,

No. 85, April 2019: “Investment needs for ambitiously moving towards universal
health coverage".

No. 86, April 2019: “Praviding quality education for'every child and youth: how
much would it cost?",

No: 87, April 2019: “Achieving gender equality and empowering all women and
girls”.

No, 88, April 2019: “Investment needs to achieve Sustainable Development Goal
7. affordable and clean energy”.

No. 89, April 2019: “Costing the transport infrastructure component of SDGs in
Asia and the Pacific”.

No. 90, April 2019; “Increasing access to information and communications
technology (ICT)".

No, 91, April 2019: “Investroent in climate action”.

No. 92, April 2019; “Investing in sustainiable infrastructure for all”.

No. 93, April 2019: “Mind the gaps: SDG progress and SDG investment needs”.
No. 94, April 2019: “Fiscal space and national budgets for SDGs".

No. 95, April 2019; “Investing in biodiversiry and ecosystems”.

No. 96, April 2019: “Universal access to safe water and sanitatiori: how much
would it cost?”.

No. 97, May 2019: “Industrial policy for szuctural transformation to reduce
poverty in .DCs, LLDCs and SIDS”.

Where applicable, the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP)
docurnent symbol and (in parentheses) United Nations publication sales numbers are noted. A
double asterisk (™) denotes publications that are available online only.
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No. 98, May 2019: “Structural transformation in Asia’s landlocked developing
countries”,

No, 99, May 2019: “Structural transformation, backward and forward linkages
and job creation in Asia-Pacific least developed countries”,

No. 100, May 2019: “Structural transformation in Asia-Pacific small island
developing States".

No. 101, June 2019; “Maintaining financial stability in Asia and the Pacific”.
No. 102, July 2019: “Asia and the Pacific: shaping future tax policies in a digital era”.

No. 103, January 2020: “Infrastructure financing for sustainable development in
Asia and the Pacific™.

No. 104, April 2020: “Moving businesses towards decarbonization”.

No. 105, April 2020: “Setting sustainability standards for the financial system in
Asta-Pacific”.

No. 106, April 2020: “Nudges as a tool for promoting sustainable consumer
behaviour in Asia-~Pacific”.

No. 107, April 2020: “Raising the level of ambition on carbon pricing in-Asia and
Pacific”

No. 108, April 2020: “Carbon pricing options: to tax or trade?”
No. 109, April 2020: “Businesses move forward with carbon pricing”.

No. 110, April 2020: “Move from GDP to comprehensive indicator frameworks in
Asia and the Pacific”,

MPFD Working Papers:™
WP/19/01, March 2019: “Financing metropalitan government in Beijing City”,

WP/19/02, March 2019: “Philippine (Metro Manila) case study on municipal
financing”

WP/19/03, March 2019: “Métropolitan finances in India: the case of Mumbai City
Corporation”,

WP/19/04, April 2019: “LDC graduation: challenges and opportunities for
Vanuatu”,

WP/19/05, April 2019: “Preparing to graduate: issues, challenges and strategies for
Kiribati's LDC graduation™.

WP/19/06, July 2019: “Cheating the government: does taxpayer perception
matter?”,

WP/19/07, August 2019: “Hide-and-seek: can tax treaties reveal offshore wéalth?",.

WP/19/08, October 2019: “Finteching remittances in paradise: a path to sustainable
development”,

WP/20/01, March 2020: “Nepal’s graduation from the least developed country
group: potential implications-and issues for consideration™,

_ WP/20/02, March 2020: *“Asia-Pacific small island developing States:
development challenges and policy solutions™.

Subprogramme 2
Trade, investment and innovation'
Studies in Trade, Investment and Innovation Series;™

No. 93, Cwtward Foreign Direct Investment and Home Country Sustainable
Development. STIESCAP/2899 (Sales No, E.20;1.F.14).
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Trade, Investment and Innovation Working Paper Series:™

No. 01, January 2020: “An integrated approach for assessing national ccommerce
performance™

Subprogramme 3
Transport

Transport and Communications Bulletin for Asia and the Pacific: No. 89.
ST/RSCAP/SER E/89."

Subprogramme 4
Environment and development

Changing Sails: Accelerating Regional Actions for Sustainable Oceans in 4sia and the
Pacific. ST/ESCAP/2905 (Sales No. E.20.ILE.15).

“Closing the loop: innovative partoerships with informal workers to recover plastic
waste, in an inclusive circular economy approach”.

Subprogramme 6
Social development

Asia-Pacific Beijing+25 Declaration and Report. ST/ESCAP/2898.
Asia-Pacific Sustainable Development Journal:

Vol. 26, No. 1, June 2019, ST/ESCAP/2871 (Sales No. E.20.ILF.98).

Vol. 26, No. 2, December 2019. ST/ESCAP/2890 (Sales No. E.20.ILF.99).
Subprogramme 7
Statistics

Asla and the Pacific SDG Progress Report 2020. ST/ESCAP/2900 (Sales No.
E.20.ILF.10).

.
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B. Documents submitted to the Commission at its seventy-sixth session
Documenr symbol Documenn title Agenda item
Limited documents

ESCAP/76/L. 1/Rev. ] Provisional agenda 1 (c)

ESCAP/76/1..2 Annotated provisional agenda 1(c) -

ESCAP/76/L.3 Draft report: Organization of the seventy-sixth session of 1
the Commission '

ESCAP/76/1.3/Add.1 Draft report: Statement of programme budget irnplications of 11
actions and proposals of the Commission

ESCAP/76/L.4 Draft resolution: Smengthening cooperation to promote the 2
conservation and sustainable use of the oceans, seas and
marine resources for sustainable development in Asia and the
Pacific

ESCAP/6/1..5 Draft resolution: Regional cooperation to address the 4
socioeconomic effects of pandemics and crises in Asia and
the Pacific

ESCAP/76/1L.6 Draft decisions 1

Regular documents

ESCAFP/76/1/Rev.1 Executive summary of the theme study on promoting 2, 5(e) and (£)
ecopomic, social and environmental cooperation on oceans
for sustainable development

ESCAP/76/2/Rev. ] Executive summary of the Asia-Pacific Countries with 3
Special Needs DevelopmentReport 2020: Leveraging Ocean
Resources for the Sustainable Development of Small Island
Developing States

ESCAP/76/3 Report of the Governing Council of the Special Programme 5
for the Economies of Central Asia on its fourteenth session

ESCAP/6/4 Subregional cooperation for the implementation of the 2030 5
Agenda for Sustainable Development in Asia and the Pacific

ESCAP/76/5 Summary of progress in the implementation of Commission Jand5
resolutions

ESCAP/76/6 Summary of the meetings of the subsidiary bodies of the 5
Commission held in the period 2019-2020

ESCAP/76/7 Report of the Seventh Asia-Pacific Forum on Sustainable 5(a)
Development

ESCAP/76/8 Report of the Asia-Pacific Ministerial Conference on the 5 (b)
Beljing+25 Review

ESCAP/76/8/Add.1 Asia-Pacific Declaration on Advancing Gender Equality and 50®)
Women's Empowerment: Beijing+25 Review

ESCAP/76/9 Action plan to strengthen regional cooperation on social S) e

. protection in Asia and the Pacific e

ESCAP/76/10 Asia-Pacific indicator framework for monitoring progress 5(b)
towards the implementation of the Programme of Action of
the Intemational Conference on Population and Development
and of the commitments contained in the Asian and Pacific
Ministerial Declaration on Population and Development
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Document symbol Document title Agenda item
ESCAP/76/11 Report of the Govemning Council of the Centre for 5(c) —
Sustainable Agricultural Mechanization on its fifteenth
session
ESCAP/76/12 The urban opportunity: accelerating local actions to 5:(¢)
implement the 2030 Agenda for Sustaina ble Development
ESCAP/76/13 Report of the Governing Council of the Asian and Pacific 5(d)
Centre for the Development of Disaster Information
Managemeat on its fourth session
ESCAP/76/14 Subregional and regional approaches for disaster resilience 5(d)
ESCAP/76/15 Regional road map on pawer system connectivity: promoting 5(e)
cross-border electricity connectivity for sustainable
development
ESCAP/76/16 Transforming economics 10 make them consistent with the 5(g)
ambitions of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
ESCAP/76/17 Dates and venue of and theme topic for the seventy-seventh 9
session of the Comumission (2021)
ESCAP/76/18 Trade and investment as drivers for accelerated 5(M)
implementation of the 2030 Agendafor Sustainable
Development
ESCAP/76/19 Report of the Governing Council of the Asian and Pacific 5()
Training Centre for Information and Communication
Technology for Development on its fourteenth session
ESCAP/76/20 Repart of the Governing Council of the Asian and Pacific 5(D)
Centre for Transfer of Technology on its fifteenth session
ESCAP/76/21 Policy priorities for transformation to inclusive: digital 5:(i)
ecopomies
ESCAP/76/22 Report of the Governing Council of the Statistical Institute 50)
for Asia and the Pacific on its fifteenth session
ESCAP/76/23/Rev.1 Report of the 5th meeting of the Regional Steering Group for 5¢)
Civil Registration and Vital Statistics in Asia and the Pacific _
ESCAP/76/24 Achieving Sustainable Development Goal 14 on life below 5(0)
water; accounting for our oceans ’
ESCAP/76/25 Proposed prograrmme plan for 2021 6 (2)
ESCAP/76/26 Programme changes for the 2020 programme plan 6 (b)
ESCAP/76/27 Overview of partnerships, extrabudgetary contributions and 6(c)
capacity development
ESCAP/76/28 Report on the evaluation of the Statistical Institute for Asia 6 (d)
and the Pacific pursuant to resolution 71/1
ESCAP/T6/29 Report on the evaluation of the Centre for Sustainable . 6(d)
Agricultural Mechanization.pursuant to resolution 71/1
ESCAP/76/30 Report on the review of the establishment of the Asian and 6 (d)
Pacific Centre for the Development of Disaster Information
Management pursuant to resolution 71/11
ESCAP/76/31 Report on the evaluation activ ities ofithe Commission during 6 (d)
the bieanium 20182019
ESCAP/76/32 Review of the conference structure of the Commission 7
pursuant to ::_solution 731
26 B20-00423
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Document symbol Document title Agenda item
ESCAP/76/33 Report ofthe Advisory Committee of Permanent g
Representatives and Other Representatives Designated by
Members of the Cormmission
ESCAP/76/34 The impact of and policy responses with regard to the 4
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) in Asia and the Pacific
Information documents
ESCAP/76/INF/1 Annual reports of intermational and intergovernmental 5 (c) and (@)
organizations provided to the Commission
ESCAP/76/INF/2 Evaluation of the Statistical [nstitute for Asia and Pacific 6 (d)
pursuant to resolution 71/1
ESCAP/76/INF/3 Evaluation of the Centre for Sustainable Agricultural 6 (d)
Mechanization pursuant to resolution 71/1
ESCAP/76/INF/4 Review of the establishment of the Asian and Pacific Centre 6 (d)
for the Development of Disaster Information Management
pursuant to resolution 71/11
ESCAP/76/INF/5 Letter dated 6 May 2020 from the Minister Counsellor and 4
Deputy Permanent Representative of the Russian Federation
to the Economic and Social Comrmission for Asia and the
Pacific addressed to the Secretary of the Commission
A
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Annex IV

Election of the members of the Governing Council of the Asian and
Pacific Centre for Traunsfer of Technology

I In addition to the host country, India, the Commission elected the following
members and associate members to the Governing Council of the Asian and Pacific
Centre for Transfer of Technology for the period from 2020 to 2023: Bangladesh;
China: Indonesia; Islamic Republic of Iran; Nepal; Pakistan; Republic of Korea;
Sri Lanka; Thailand; and Uzbekistan.

2 Prior to the election, the representative of the United States of America

. expressed his delegation’s concern about the participation of the Islamic Republic of

28

Iran in the Governing Council given its role as onc of the leading State sponsors of
terror, its continued violations of international norms and its abuse of technology
transfer to support its nuclear programme and regional missile proliferation.

3, The representative of the Islamic Republic of Tran, speaking in exercise of his
right of reply, said that everybody knew which country was a State sponsor of terrorism
and was supporting and initiating economic terrorism against his country and other
countries. He stated the view of his delegation that the United States of America was
not in a position to accuse other countries that were trying to exercise self-defence and
the right to development,
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Annex V

Chair’s summary of proceedings of the seventy-sixth session of the
Commission

Agenda item 2
General debate on the theme topic “Promoting economic, social and
environmental cooperation on oceans for sustainable development”

l. The Commission welcomed the-theme of the session, noting its relevance for
the region, and highlighted the key role played by oceans, seas and marine resources
in the attainment of the Sustainable Development Goals, as drivers of economic
growth, and as a source of livelihood and food for millions of people. The Commission
acknowledged key challenges for the oceans, such as unsustainable fishing practices
and marine debris and plastics pollution, which required urgent action and
strengthened regional cooperation, including in tems of sharing data, conducting joint
research, sharing of knowledge and expertise, transfer of technology, and conserving
biodiversity. In that regard, several members also noted the importance of using
existing conventions, frameworks and tools.

2 Representatives reported on ongoing national, subregional and regional efforts
to conserve and sustainably use oceans, seas and marine resources and-called upon the
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) and the United
Nations development system to step up their regional cooperation efforts. In particular,
members of the Commission noted the importance of data and statistics for addressing
the challenges with regards to oceans. Noting that limited technical and financial
capabilitics in many developing countries limited their ability to collect data, they
called upon the secretariat to help to build capacity for data collection and analysis.
Several members noted the need for a standard methodology for data collection and
the importance of developing ocean accounts. In that regard, they acknowledged the
key role played by ESCAP and the United Nations Environment Programme in leading
global efforts to develop statistical guidance based on the System of Environmental-
Economic Accounting and suggested inciuding linkages to other sectors.

Agenda item 3
Special Body on Least Developed, Landlocked Develaping and Pacific Island
Developing Countries

3. Some members in the least developed country category reiterated their
commitment to the Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries for the
Decade 2011-2020 and shared pational actions taken to further its implementation,
including hamessing the potential of oceans, seas and marine resources through a blue
economy approach, They highlighted how the coronavims disease (COVID-19)
pandemic was hampering and threatening their efforts to graduate from the least
developed country category and called for continued support and financial assistance
from the international community.

4, Representatives of small island developing States emphasized the importance
of tourism and fisheries for their sustainable development and the achievement of the
Sustainable Development Goals. They called for the strengthening of regional and
subregional mechanisms, including the institutionalization of the Asia-Pacific Day for
the Ocean, as a useful platform for bringing stakeholders together to share experiences
and knowledge. Noting the impact that the COVID-19 pandemichad on tourism, they
called for the development of a regional strategy to revive tourism. They noted the
importance of enforcing global and regional norms, standards and instruments to
address the challenges with regards to oceans, including the Code of Conduct for--
Responsible Fisheries and the Agreement on Port State Measures to Prevent, Deter and -
Eliminate [llegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing.

B20-00423 29




£/2020/39
ESCAP/16/35

T T S W

5. A representative from a landlocked developing country highlighted the
challenges posad by the lack of access to the sea and noted the importance of the
growing tourism sector for her country.

Agenda item 4
Regional cooperation to address the sacioeconomic effects of the global health
crisis

6. The Commission highlighted the unprecedented challenges brought about by
COVID-19 and its socioeconomic impacts in the region, which had further exposed
underlying inequalities and vulnerabilities. The crisis was severely affecting revenues,
especially in least developed countries, landlocked developing countries and small
island developing States. Members recognized that no country alone could tackle the
challenge and called for strengthened regional cooperation, in particular in terms of
sharing knowledge, experiences and good practices. Some members noted the
importance of ensuring the free flow of goods and services, while others called for debt
relief measures.

7. Members of the Commission highlighted various initiatives taken at the
national, subregional and regional levels to address the COVID-19 pandemic and its
effects and reaffirmed the central role of the United Nations development system in
assisting countries in addressing the pandemic and its effects and in strengthening
resilience to future pandemics. In that regard, the Commission noted the imperative of
building back better, balancing the economic, social and environmental dimensions of
sustainable development, and the need to use the 2030 Ageada for Sustainable
Development and the Paris Agreement as the basis for recavery, noting that the region
could not afford to go back to its previous development model.
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-Unofficial Translation-

Remarks by H.E. General Prayut Chan-o-cha
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Thaijland
at the Opening of the 76" Session of the United Nations
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
21 May 2020 via Videoconference

Mr. Chairman,

Madam Executive Secretary

of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission
for Asia and the Pacific,

Distinguished Delegates,

1. It is my great pleasure to deliver these opening remarks at this 76" Session of
the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP),
which is being held via videoconference for the first time. Never in our recent history
have we faced such a major challenge as the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic.
This pandemic is going to bring about drastic changes to our economies and societies, and will
force us to adapt and change our way of life. We can no longer return to a “Business as usual”

mode and must be prepared to embrace the “New Normal”.

2. I wish to take this opportunity to commend and extend support to every country in-surmounting
this crisis. Thailand is fully committed to controlling and responding to the spread of COVID-19
in the most effective manner. The Royal Thai Government has undertaken upstream, midstream
and downstream measures, including screening and restriction of international travel and
the “Stay Home, Stop the Disease, for the Nation” campaign. We have ensured adequate
medical services, supplies and equipment; provision of accurate and transparent information
to the public; as well as the promotion of community participation, including through
more than one million village health volunteers nationwide. Medical treatment for both Thai
and non-Thai patients residing in Thailand along with remedial measures to alleviate social and
economic effects have also been provided. The Royal Thai Government is confident that
we can contain the outbreak, but we must not let down our guard and will remain vigilant

while taking a step-by-step approach to ensure that we do not see a second wave of outbreak.
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3. While we practice social distancing, we do not only keep a distance from one another
but also from the environment and natural resources. Restrictions of travel and tourism
including closure of national parks, seas and beaches have provided space for the environment
to recuperate. It is now more evident than ever that human activities have greatly contributed to
nature’s imbalance and its degradation. As we embark on our recovery from this crisis,
we must bear in mind the importance of maintaining balance among economic, social,
environmental, and development activities with a view to reviving nature and’ ensuring

a balanced and sustainable ecosystem.

4. The theme topic of this Commission Session underscores the importance of the conservation
and sustainable use of oceans and seas which is of great significance to Thailand. Last year,
as Chair of ASEAN, Thailand joined the advocacy among ASEAN Member States for the
adoption of the “Bangkok Declaration on Combating Marine Debris in the ASEAN region”
which emphasizes enhanced cooperation to prevent, reduce, and manage marine debris
by supporting innovation, enhancing research capability, applying scientific knowledge as well
as promoting inclusive participation of all relevant sectors. Therefore, [ hope to be able to carry
forward cooperation on this matter with ESCAP and its members. At the same time,
the apparent restoration of nature that I referred to as we implemented measures' to combat
COVID-19, in particular the reappearance of various wildlife and marine species, sﬁould give

all of us impetus to be more environmentally conscious as we move forward,

5. The COVID-19 crisis has gravely impacted national and global economies. It will also affect
our endeavours to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals or SDGs. However, in every
crisis lies an opportunity. I would like to encourage all of us to rethink and find new and
sustainable ways to advance cooperation in various areas such as food and energy security,
public health, environment, employment, as well as digital and supply chain connectivity,
the facilitation of transport of goods and logistics and people-to-people connectivity.
In addition, utilizing the full potential of the digital economy will help mitigate economie
impacts and disruptions to the supply chain, especially for essential goeds, medicines

and medical equipment caused by the pandemic.
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6. The Sufficiency Economy Philosophy (SEP), Thailand’s path to achieving sustainable
development, underlines the balance between economic, social and environmental
development. SEP emphasizes a people-centered approach to deveIOpﬁlent that leaves no one
behind, which entails grassroots empowerment and returning opportunities to the people,
particularly to the vulnerable. When individuals and communities are empowered, the society

and country will be resilient and continue to grow, immune to future challenges.

7. In our efforts to build back better, Thailand stresses the importance of supporting
Jocal economies, digital development and the promotion of the agricultural sector by ensuring
food security, strengthening community businesses and fostering sustainability of grassroots
economies. Bio-Circular-Green Economy (BCG) is a business model that will help promote

sustainable growth that is environmentally-friendly and inclusive. T ey

8. This year marks the 75™ year since the establishment of the United' Nations,
and the COVID-19 pandemic has posed a litmus test to multilateralism. In ensuring
their continued relevance, the United Nations and the multilateral system need to evolve
to better reflect the interests of Member States. We must cooperate, listen and exchange more
knowledge with one another. As the main regional forum, ESCAP plays a vital role
as a platform for the exchanges of experiences and best practices among countries, COVID-19
has clearly demonstrated that the effects of crises do not respéct boundaries. We must, therefore,
assist one another. Otherwise, we will all fail and will be defeated by the threat of
this pandemic. The recent Special ASEAN Summit on COVID-19 has demonstrated common
political will and resolve of the ASEAN Member States to address this-critical issue.

9. As we build back better, we must stand firm and united in our pursuit for susfainability.
In.moving forward together, we must survive today. Tomorrow, we must become stronger.
We must leave no one behind as we advance towards the goals ahead. The clock is ticking
for the remaining decade of action and delivery to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals.
We must, therefore, accelerate our collective efforts to build back better, drawing upon lessons

learned and intensify cooperation in order to pass on a sustainable world to our future generations:

Thank you.
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